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In the Claims 



Please cancel claim 3. 

Please add new claims 30- 32. 



Please substitute the following amended claims 1,2,4,9,26, and 29 for those currently 



pending. 



1 . (currently amended) A method of providing information at the point of use of a 
window assembly comprising the steps of: 

providing masking material comprising a substrate and an adhesive disposed over a first face 
of the substrate; 

applying at least on e strip of masking mat e rial to a surface of a pan e of th e window 



the unmasked apron being large to 



covering protects a portion of the pane not Covered by the sash. 



ass e mbly; and 

preprinting information on a secon 1 face of the substrate of the at least on e strip of masking 
material ; and 

forming a protective covering composing the masking material on a surface of a pane, the 



protective covering being sized and positioned so that an unmasked apron of the surface extends 



between an outer periphery of the protective covering and an outer periphery of the pane; 



eceive a sash vet small enough that the protective 



(currently amended) Th* method of claim 1, wherein the step of preprinting 



information on the second face of the su 
before the step of applying th e at l e ast on e 



forming the protective covering . 
3. (canceled) 



fete of the at least one strip of masking material occurs 
ip of masking mat e rial to th e surfac e of th e pan e 
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fe^.'l' 4. (currently amended) A method of providing information at the point of use of a 

window assembly comprising the steps jo f: 

providing masking material comprising a substrate and a first adhesive disposed upon a first 
face of the substrate; 

applying at least on e strip of masking material to a surfac e of a pan e of th e window 
ass e mbly; and 

forming a protective covering oil a surface of a pane using the masking material the 
protective covering being sized and positioned so that an unmasked apron of the surface extends 
between an outer periphery of the protective covering and an outer periphery of the pane; 

the unmasked apron being large enough to receive a sash yet small enough that the protective 
covering protects a portion of the pane npt covered by the sash; and 

applying an information bearing jsheet over the at least one strip of masking mat e rial 
protective covering . 

& (original) The method of claim 4, wherein the information bearing sheet 
comprises a sheetstock and a second adhesive disposed upon a first face of the sheetstock. 

^ (original) The method of claim 5, wherein the second adhesive has substantially 
greater adhesion than the first adhesive. 

\j/ (original) The method of claim 5, wherein the sheetstock comprises a 
substantially frangible material. 

^ (original) The method of claim 5, wherein the sheetstock comprises paper. 
9. (currently amended) A Window assembly, comprising: 
an insulating glass unit including a first pane having a first surface; 
a protective covering disposed ovar a masked portion of the first surface of the first pane; 
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^/the protective covering comprising a plurality of strips disposed across the first surface of the 
first pane; and 

th e first surfac e of th e first pan e having an unmask e d apron e xt e nding b e twe e n an outer 
p e riph e ry of th e prot e ctiv e cov e ring and an out e r p e riph e ry of th e first pan e ; 

the protective covering being sized and positioned so that an unmasked apron of the first 
surface extends between an outer periphery of the protective covering and an outer periphery of the 
\ pane, the unmasked apron being large enough to receive a sash yet small enough that the protective 
covering protects a portion of the pane not covered by the sash. 



1,0. (original) The wii Ldow assembly of claim 9, wherein the plurality of strips are 



disposed in a sequentially overlappii 
preceding strip so that the protective c< 



%r " 



jshion with each subsequent strip overlapping a portion of a 
£ring can be easily removed one strip at a time, 
(original) The wiridow assembly of claim 10, wherein the plurality of strips 
comprises a second strip partially overl ipping a first strip, and a third strip partially overlapping the 
/econd strip. 

idow assembly of claim 10, wherein the plurality of strips 
comprises n strips with the nth strip pajrtially overlapping an (n-1) strip of the plurality of protective 
^strips. 

13. (original) The wi idow assembly of claim 12, wherein the nth strip includes 
indicia for indicating that the nth strip 



12. (original) 



14. (original) The window assembly of claim 9, further including an information 



bearing sheet overlaying the protective 
1 5 . (original) The wir 
sheet comprises a sheetstock having a 



lould be the first one removed. 



covering. 

dow assembly of claim 14, wherein the information bearing 
f rst side and a second side. 
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X" 16. (original) The window issembly of claim 14, wherein the information bearing 
sheet includes second indicia printed on a sec md side thereof 

17. (original) The window ai sembly of claim 14, wherein the information bearing 
sheet includes first indicia printed on a first side thereof. 

18. (original) The window assembly of claim 1 7, wherein the information bearing 

first indicia and the first side of the sheetstock. 

(original) The window ass mibly of claim 1 8, wherein the second adhesive has 
substantially greater adhesion than the first adhe sive. 

20. (original) The window ass< smbly of claim 1 8, wherein the second adhesive and 

nsparent to allow viewing of the first indicia 



sheet includes a second adhesive overlaying the 



the protective covering are both substantially tr; 
therethrough. 

^/l 1 . (original) The window ass 



smbly of claim 18, wherein the second adhesive and 



the protective covering are both substantially translucent. 



i/ 



22. (original) The window ass ^mbly of claim 14, wherein the information bearing 
sheet includes indicia comprising an advertisement for goods likely to be purchased by a user of the 
window assembly. 

23. (original) The window assembly of claim 14, wherein the information bearing 
sheet includes indicia comprising a National Fenestration Rating Council rating for the window 
assembly, 

24. (original) The window assefnbly of claim 9, wherein each strip of the protective 
covering includes a tab portion. 

\y25. (original) The window assejnbly of claim 24, wherein each strip of the 
protective covering comprises a substrate and an 
and the tab portion of each strip comprises a first 



adhesive disposed over a first face of the substrate, 
portion of the substrate folded so as to overlap a 



V 
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^ second portion of the substrate so that thqf adhesive overlaying the first portion is adhered to the 
adhesive overlaying the second portion. 

26. (currently amended) A 
comprising the steps of: 

providing masking material havir 

providing the width of the maskir g 

providing a desired width of the 

instructing th e masking calculator 



method of protecting a masked area of a planar surface 
a width; 

material to a masking calculator; 
rAasked area to the masking calculator; 



according to th e ov e rlap dimension; 

calculating a number of strips anc 



dimension. 



to d e termine an optimal number of strips 



to calculate an overlap dim e nsion; and 



instructing th e masking calculator 



applying th e optimal numb e r of strips to the planar surfac e in an ov e rlapping fashion 



an overlap dimension for forming a protective covering 



ized so that an unmasked apron of the fint surface surrounds the protective covering; and 



applying a plurality of strips to the surface in an overlapping fashion according to the overlap 



27. (original) The method of claim 26, wherein the strips are applied in a sequential 



fashion with each subsequent strip partially 
28. (original) Themethoc 



overlapping a preceding strip by the overlap dimension, 
of claim 26, wherein the step of providing the desired 
width of the masked area to the masking calculator includes the step of detecting a dimension of the 
planar surface. 

29. (currently amended) A method of providing information at the point of use of a 
window assembly comprising the steps of: 

applying a protective covering to a ffrane of the window assembly, the protective covering 



being sized and positioned so that an unmas ced apron of the pane surrounds the protective covering; 



6 



Application No. 09/940,970 




providing information relat< d to the window assembly 



printing the information on 



\ sheet; 



attaching the information be iring sheet to the window ass e mbly protective covering ; and 



transporting the information 



bearing sheet and the window assembly to a point of use. 




of claim 29, wherein the unmasked apron is large enough to 
protective covering protects a portion of the pane not 



the i 



30. (new) The method 
receive a sash yet small enough that 
covered by the sash. 

3 1 . (new) The method cjf claim 29, wherein the window assembly comprises an 
insulating glass unit. 

32. (new) The method o 
receive a sash yet small enough that 
covered by the sash. 



t le 



claim 26, wherein the unmasked apron is large enough to 
protective covering protects a portion of the pane not 



7 



